SWERVE
Origin Myths

What does it mean to come from somewhere? And what do we lose when we assume the answer
is always biological?

Origin Myths begins with a simple but radical premise: that the stories we tell about where we
come from are exactly that, stories. Constructed, chosen, inherited, and sometimes invented. The
work gathered here does not seek to correct the record so much as open it up, making space for
origin narratives that have long been treated as secondary or incomplete.

At the centre of this inquiry is adoption, not as absence or anomaly, but as a fully legitimate and
richly human way of arriving in the world. The paintings resist the cultural reflex that positions
biological lineage as the natural, neutral baseline against which all other family formations

are measured. Instead, they propose something more generous: that selfhood is not fixed at
the moment of birth, not encoded solely in genetics, but emerges slowly, collaboratively, and
continuously across a life.

The figures and forms in these works inhabit a space of productive uncertainty. They are hybrid
and in-process, not because they are damaged, but because all identity is like this, whether we
acknowledge it or not. Connection, environment, and lived experience do not merely supplement
who we are. They constitute it.

Origin Myths invites you to sit with that openness. To consider the families and histories that have
shaped you, biological or otherwise, and to ask whether the stories you carry about your own
origins still serve you, or whether they might, like all good myths, be ready for retelling.

ARTIST BIO

Swerve (Stephen Harris) is a Northern Rivers-based artist whose painting practice emerges

from three decades in professional design — including roles at Ogilvy, Ovato, and currently as
Design Lead at Southern Cross University. His work explores identity, belonging, and the tension
between commercial constraint and creative freedom, themes deeply informed by his experience
as an adopted person. His work has been shown at Elevator ARI, Northern Rivers Community
Gallery, 107 Projects, Tortuga Studios, Eastern Bloc Gallery, and spaces across Sydney and the
Northern Rivers. He was a resident artist and co-organiser of Lanfranchi’s Memorial Discotheque
(2002-2007), subject of an award-winning documentary (dir. Richard Baron, 2010).
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