
We live surrounded by images. Photographs and videos move constantly across our 
screens, appearing and disappearing with little time to pause or reflect.

In Gradually and then suddenly, Rebecca Lavery explores what happens when these 
fleeting digital images are translated into paintings. Working from photographic and 
screen-based sources, she is interested in how images change when they are slowed 
down, reconstructed by hand and returned to a physical form.

The exhibition brings together two interconnected bodies of work. In one, sequences 
of paintings are derived from moving images, stretching brief moments across multiple 
panels. Through repetition and subtle variation, gestures that might pass unnoticed on 
a screen are extended, inviting closer observation. In the other, portraits drawn from 
personal photographs recall a time when taking a photograph carried greater intention 
and images were fewer, slower and more selective.

Across the exhibition, painting becomes a way of looking again. Familiar images are 
removed from the rapid flow of digital culture and reconsidered through processes of 
translation, repetition and material transformation.

The exhibition title, Gradually and then suddenly, refers to the way change is often 
experienced. What appears sudden is frequently the result of something unfolding 
over time. These works occupy that space of transition, where meaning remains open, 
perception slows, and images are given time to linger.

ARTIST BIO

Rebecca Lavery is based on Bundjalung Country in the Northern Rivers, NSW. She 
completed a Bachelor of Art and Design at Southern Cross University in 2025 and 
is the recipient of the 2026 Northern Rivers Community Gallery Graduate Prize. She 
was selected for the 2026 Hatched: National Graduate Show at the Perth Institute of 
Contemporary Arts and is currently undertaking a Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours) 
at the Queensland College of Art and Design.
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gut flip 2026 oil on canvas panel
20.3 x 25.4 cm 
each (set of 8)

$865
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fountain twirling 2024 oil on cradled board 30 x 30 cm $300
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brodeo (1/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (2/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (3/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (4/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (5/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (6/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (7/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (8/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (9/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (10/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320

13
Rebecca 
Lavery

brodeo (11/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (12/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (13/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (14/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (15/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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brodeo (16/16) 2026 oil on canvas 50.8 x 76.2 cm $320
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crowd surfing 2024 oil on cradled board 30 x 30 cm NFS
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faceplant 2026 oil on board 60 x 78 cm $525
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ocean time 2024 oil on board 92 x 123 cm $475
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Michael’s birthday 2026 oil on canvas panel  42 x 30 cm $365
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Ruby and Michael 2026 oil on linen panel 25 x 25 cm $300
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 dad on the keys 2026 oil on canvas  40 x 40 cm $425 
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good boy 2026 oil on canvas panel 30 x 30 cm $300
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Thomas bolomas 2026 oil on canvas 38.5 x 60 cm  $530

Gallery 2: 25 June - 16 August 2026

Gradually and then suddenly

Rebecca Lavery

44 Cherry Street, Ballina  
Wednesday to Friday 9am - 3pm

Weekends 9.30am - 1pm 
Closed Public Holidays 

02 6681 0530 
nrcg@ballina.nsw.gov.au


