AMELIA REID

Love letters

Love letters to the biosphere: the thin layer of minerals, gas and water that sustains
all life on earth. Seven kilometres containing the breadth of life’s beauty and
tragedy, held against the infinite vacuum of space. The painted works are odes of
unconditional love, responsive expressions of place, born from encounters walking
around Moorang-Moobar Bundjalung country.

In this exhibition, landscape painting is interrogated as an artistic mode, linked
with the history of colonisation and accountable for presenting empty landscapes
of peopled lands. In Love letters the artist has translated sensory experience in
place: the ‘landscape’ is never empty, it is teeming with life - animate and agentic.
The works explore environment as an abundant organism, not static, but ecstatic,
multiple, and conscious. The artists states, “l feel this as | move through her. | feel
her messaging through light and seasonal rhythms. Why don’t we name the feeling
of sunlight on our cheek a form of communication? Meeting this and falling in love,
as my energy is met, at times, with morphic resonance”.

The Cartesian binary (separation of matter and spirit) has produced a damaging
cultural inheritance: the normalisation of industrial-scale extraction of planetary
resources. ‘Nature’ and ‘environment’ as other to ‘human’; ‘environment’ as a
simplified concept repackaged as a resource, instead of met as a vast assemblage
of equals. Love letters calls upon the concepts of philosopher Spinoza, the
Romantics and spirit of place to a reunion - a re-fusing and honouring of our
collective home.

ARTIST BIO

Amelia Reid lives on Moorang-Moobar Bundjalung country. She studied Fine Arts at
COFA (School of Art and Design) UNSW, leaving in third year to play in a band.. She
has exhibited work at ARTLANDS, ArtState, Brunswick Art Space, Gaffa Gallery,

On Common Ground, and Tweed Regional Gallery. She was a highly commended
finalist in the Byron Arts Magazine Prize and co-directed The Field ARI & book shop
in Murwillumbah. Amelia is on the team currently delivering LAVA Arts Festival in
Murwillumbah in 2026.

Scan the QR code to view the exhibition floor-sheet
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