SONYA BRECKENRIDGE & MAURITA MORAN

Nanang Wabang - big sister, little sister

“My artwork is based on big sister little sister’s generations. Nanang Wabang means big sister
little sisters.

When | was asked about doing this exhibition my mind went straight to my little sister Maurita
Moran and our Matriarchs, our beautiful grandmothers, the three Bolt sisters from Cabbage Tree
Island. Our strong black queens: our rocks, our everything.

The three Bolt sisters lived in a row. Nan, Aunty Rosly and Aunty Edna. They did everything
together. With three beautiful families they were very close sisters. They were our everything. We
were very blessed to have such beautiful grandmothers and families.” — Sonya Breckenridge

Artist Bios

Sonya Breckenridge is a contemporary artist of Dunghutti and Bundjalung heritage based in
Wollongbar, Northern NSW. She works in painting, weaving and has worked on many public art
projects. Her art is a representation of her family history, memories and connection to culture.

Sonya grew up on Cabbage Tree Island and spent time on her father’s ancestral land of Green Hill
before returning to Ballina. These rich experiences of living and connecting with family on Country
have informed many of her paintings. These stories have come from listening, understanding and

respecting her family and elders.

Her vibrant colour palette and symbolic line work shares her connection to water and stories of
different meeting places, often representing her people and family.

Sonya has six children and grandchildren and along with her family, dad and mother, aunties,
uncles and sisters and brothers are all inspiration for her artwork and storytelling.

Maurita Moran is a proud saltwater woman who descends from the Nyangbal and Arakwal
clans of the Bundjalung and Dunghutti Nations. She grew up in Ballina Northern NSW, raised by
her father and Grandmother. Maurita is a mother, Grandmother, educator and early childhood
advocate.

Over the last six months Sonya has supported Maurita with her technique and her Nanang love
Maurita’s art is reflective of the stories, family and memories of her upbringing and current life
experiences.
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Scan the QR code to view the exhibition floor-sheet
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